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POSITIVE TALK BREAKING THE CYCLE
THE POSITIVE TALK WORKBOOK COLLECTION

Breaking the Cycle

Recognize the Pattern. Change the Response. Build the Life.

Good Conversations, Better People. This workbook invites you to examine recurring habits and
reactions without reducing yourself to your past. It combines faith-centered reading with practical
exercises, honest reflection, thoughtful boundaries, and repeatable choices. You can begin wherever
you are.

A note from Positive Talk

We believe people can grow without pretending yesterday did not happen. Some patterns can be
changed through consistent practice and community support. Others involve addiction, trauma, mental
health symptoms, or unsafe relationships and call for qualified professional care. You never have to
prove strength by trying to handle a dangerous situation alone. Use this workbook as a companion to
appropriate support—not a substitute for it.

Faith is our foundation. Compassion is our mission. Changed lives are
our goal.

© 2026 Positive Talk. Created for free personal reflection and educational use. www.thepositivetalk.com
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POSITIVE TALK BREAKING THE CYCLE

HOW TO USE THIS WORKBOOK

Begin with curiosity, not a verdict.

One chapter at a time

Read a teaching section slowly. Underline the idea that challenges an old assumption. Review the
referenced Scripture in a Bible translation you trust and reflect on its context.

Write what is true

Use the journal pages to record facts, feelings, needs, decisions, and support. Skip any prompt that
feels unsafe or too personal. You can return to it with a qualified helper.

Practice before you feel ready

Choose the smallest specific action in each chapter. Make it fit your hours, responsibilities, physical
ability, and access to support. More ambitious does not always mean more effective.

Invite trustworthy support

For significant or persistent patterns, consider support from a qualified counselor, recovery
professional, pastor, support group, or trusted person as appropriate.

Return with grace and responsibility

If you miss a day, start again at the next reasonable moment. A missed page is not a failed life. Make

repairs when needed and continue.

Safety and care: If you are in immediate danger or experiencing a medical emergency, call local emergency services.
In the United States, call or text 988 for crisis support. For substance-use or mental-health treatment resources,
contact SAMHSA'’s National Helpline: 1-800-662-HELP (4357) or findtreatment.gov. These resources are not a
replacement for emergency medical care.
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YOUR PERSONAL STARTING POINT

A brief, compassionate inventory

One cycle | would like to understand better is...

When it usually appears, | notice...

What this pattern has cost me is...

What | still value about myself is...
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CONTENTS

Ten chapters. Thirty days. One new direction.

01 The Cycle You Can Name

02 Recognizing Triggers Before They Take Over
03 The Pause Between Feeling and Action

04 Stop Negotiating With Old Patterns

05 Self-Control Built Through Small Commitments
06 Boundaries That Protect Your Change

07 Replace the Habit, Not Just Remove It

08 Accountability Without Shame

09 ASlip Is Not the End of the Story

10 Building a Life Beyond the Pattern

After the chapters:
e The 30-Day Break-the-Cycle Journey

The 90-Day Rebuilding Plan

Weekly accountability check-ins

A personal pledge and next-steps resources
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A NEW CHOICE BEGINS HERE

CHAPTERO1

The Cycle You Can
Name

SCRIPTURE TO STUDY

Romans 12:2; Psalm 139:23-24

THE IDEA

What you can name, you can begin to examine. Awareness creates room for a

different response.
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CHAPTER 01 / READ & REFLECT

The Cycle You Can Name

Read the following passages in context: Romans 12:2; Psalm 139:23-24

A pattern is not your entire identity

A cycle is more than something that happened twice. It is a familiar sequence: a pressure appears, a
thought gives it meaning, an emotion rises, an action follows, and a consequence reinforces the
pattern. Someone feels criticized at work, thinks, 'Nobody respects me,' answers sharply, and then
spends the evening replaying the argument. Someone else feels alone, reaches for a habit that briefly
numbs the ache, then wakes carrying more disappointment. The circumstances differ, but the loop has
a recognizable shape. Noticing that shape is not the same as condemning yourself. A pattern describes
a process, not your worth. You may have learned a response during a season when it seemed
necessary for survival. Now you have an opportunity to ask whether it still serves the person you are
becoming. Begin with specific facts: when does it happen, what comes just before it, what relief does it
promise, and what does it actually cost? Honest observation opens possibilities that vague
self-criticism cannot.

The cost and the comfort

People often continue habits they dislike because those habits provide something in the short term.
Avoiding a conversation may offer immediate peace; overworking may create the feeling of being
indispensable; spending money impulsively may deliver a moment of excitement; blaming everyone
else may protect against the sting of responsibility. It helps to name both the temporary reward and
the longer consequence. If you only describe the cost, you may not understand why the old behavior
remains attractive. If you only describe the comfort, you may never decide to change. The goal is to
become curious without making excuses. Write the sequence in ordinary words: 'When | feel |
. Afterward, it often _

explanation today. You need one honest example. Over time, the repeated details will show you where

tendto ____, because | hope it will

_."You do not need a perfect

a new response can be practiced.

A new mind requires a true picture

Romans 12:2 invites believers toward renewal of the mind. That renewal is not achieved by pretending
difficult memories never happened. It involves bringing our beliefs, assumptions, and choices into the
light. A person who repeatedly says, 'l always ruin everything,' may stop trying before a new decision is
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even available. Another who insists, 'l have no choice,’ may overlook the people, resources, or
boundaries that could help. More truthful statements are usually less dramatic: 'l made a mistake and
can make a repair’; 'l feel trapped and can ask for support’; 'l cannot change yesterday, but | can choose
a next step.' Faith can invite courage and humility at once. Prayer is not a substitute for taking action. It
can help you face the truth without allowing the truth to turn into despair.

Write the map before trying to escape it

Your first task is not to solve your whole life. Draw one loop. Begin with a recent moment, even if it
seems small. Record what was happening around you, what you told yourself, how your body felt,
what action you took, and what happened next. Then circle the earliest point at which you might have
made a different choice. Perhaps it was declining an invitation, taking a short walk, checking an
assumption, moving your phone, eating dinner, or calling a trusted person. Do not choose an heroic
intervention that depends on having perfect willpower. Choose something modest enough that you
could repeat it on an ordinary, tiring day. The purpose of this workbook is not to erase your history. It
is to build choices that honor what you have learned from it.

A real-life moment

After a tense text message, Jordan assumes rejection, sends five angry messages, then regrets them.
The trigger was the unread message; the meaning was an assumption; the emotion was fear; the action
was rapid texting; the cost was distance. A different first move might be a 20-minute pause.
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CHAPTER 01 / THE PRACTICE

Turn insight into a small action.

A practical exercise

Write one complete cycle as Trigger — Thought — Feeling — Action —
Short-term relief — Longer-term cost. Circle one place you could
interrupt it.

1. Which pattern am | ready to look at without calling myself a failure?

2. What short-term comfort has kept this cycle going?

3. What is the smallest realistic interruption | could practice this week?

Good Conversations, Better People. | thepositivetalk.com 9
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CHAPTER 01 / MY JOURNAL

A private page for honest reflection

| notice the pattern most often when...

One thing | need rather than the old shortcut is...
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CHAPTER 01 / NEXT RIGHT STEP

Reflection becomes a decision.

This week’s action challenge

For three days, observe one recurring pattern and record it without

trying to perfect your response.

My exact next step will be:

| will take this step on this date or after this routine:

If the moment feels hard, | will reach out to:

Good Conversations, Better People. | thepositivetalk.com

11



POSITIVE TALK BREAKING THE CYCLE
CHAPTER 01 / PRAYER & COMMITMENT

A prayer for this chapter

God, give me courage to see the truth clearly and compassionately. Show me where
fear, habit, or pride has guided my responses. Help me choose one faithful next step

today, and remind me that growth begins with honesty, not perfection.

My commitment

I cannot change everything at once, but I can name one truthful and
responsible action for today.

Today | choose to:

When | return to this chapter, | want to notice:

Good Conversations, Better People. | thepositivetalk.com 12
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A NEW CHOICE BEGINS HERE

CHAPTER 02

Recognizing Triggers
Before They Take
Over

SCRIPTURE TO STUDY

Proverbs 4:23; James 1:19

THE IDEA

Triggers are signals to notice and prepare for, not orders you must obey.
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CHAPTER 02 / READ & REFLECT

Recognizing Triggers Before They Take Over

Read the following passages in context: Proverbs 4:23; James 1:19

What comes before the reaction

A trigger is a cue that increases the chance of a familiar response. It may be an argument, a particular
route home, a certain person, an anniversary, a delayed reply, physical exhaustion, or a feeling you
have difficulty naming. Triggers are not always dramatic. A quiet room can bring loneliness; a
successful day can invite overconfidence; getting paid can awaken spending habits; an unfair comment
can stir an old wound. It is tempting to focus only on the visible action because that is what creates the
obvious consequence. But by the time an argument has begun or a harmful choice is underway, several
important moments may already have passed. Learning your early warning signs gives you a wider
window in which to respond. This is not a demand to avoid all discomfort. Some discomfort is part of
honest relationships and ordinary life. It is an invitation to recognize where your capacity needs
protection.

Your body often notices first

Stress can show up as a tight jaw, clenched fists, quick breathing, restless energy, shallow sleep, or a
sudden desire to leave the room. These signals are not proof that anything terrible is happening; they
are information. Some people withdraw and become quiet. Others talk more quickly, feel unusually
confident, or begin searching for distraction. Pay attention to your personal pattern rather than
copying somebody else's description. A practical check-in can take less than thirty seconds: 'What do |
feel in my body? What emotion fits? What am | telling myself? What do | need before | decide?'
Naming a sensation may help you create a little room around it. If a response has become
overwhelming, support from a trusted person or qualified professional can be an important part of
your plan. Scripture calls for wisdom and care over our inner lives, not denial that our bodies and
feelings matter.

The HALT check is a question, not a diagnosis

Many recovery and self-management communities use a simple memory aid: hungry, angry, lonely,
tired. The letters are not a clinical test or a guarantee that you have found the source of a reaction.
They are four practical conditions worth checking. An argument that felt impossible at 11 p.m. may
look different after rest. A lonely afternoon may become easier with a call. Hunger may not explain
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your problem, but eating a balanced meal can still be wise. Add your own signals to the list: bored,
rushed, ashamed, overstimulated, rejected, or financially stressed. Your personal trigger map should
help you prepare, not become another reason to fear ordinary feelings. Write down one healthy
response you can take when each of your top three signals appears.

Prepare before the hard moment

Planning works best before a temptation, conflict, or anxious spiral begins. Create three 'when-then'
statements: 'When | notice my voice getting louder, then | will ask for ten minutes before continuing’;
'When | feel bored after work, then | will begin with a walk and a call'; 'When | receive money, then |
will review my planned bills before discretionary purchases.' Keep your statements concrete, under
your control, and kind enough that you would actually use them. A plan can include moving away from
a cue, limiting access to a habit, having an honest conversation, or reaching out for professional help.
Some triggers cannot be removed. In those cases, support, rest, and realistic expectations become
even more important. Preparedness is not weakness. It is evidence that you are learning how to care

for your future self.

A real-life moment

Sam often gets irritated on the commute home, then argues with family. A trigger map reveals
exhaustion, hunger, and noise. The new plan: eat a snack, take five quiet minutes before entering the

house, and tell loved ones when a pause is needed.
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CHAPTER 02 / THE PRACTICE

Turn insight into a small action.

A practical exercise

Make a personal trigger map: three external cues, three internal cues,
three early warning signs, and one supportive response for each.

1. Which trigger surprises me because it looks ordinary?

2. What happens in my body before my familiar reaction?

3. What support could make my plan realistic when | am tired?
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CHAPTER 02 / MY JOURNAL

A private page for honest reflection

| notice the pattern most often when...

One thing | need rather than the old shortcut is...
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CHAPTER 02 / NEXT RIGHT STEP

Reflection becomes a decision.

This week’s action challenge

Carry a one-minute check-in card for the next seven days: Body, Feeling,

Story, Need, Next step.

My exact next step will be:

| will take this step on this date or after this routine:

If the moment feels hard, | will reach out to:
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CHAPTER 02 / PRAYER & COMMITMENT

A prayer for this chapter

Lord, teach me to pay attention to my heart and respond with wisdom. Help me see
warning signs without fear, and provide strength to pause, seek support, and choose
what brings life.

My commitment

I cannot change everything at once, but I can name one truthful and
responsible action for today.

Today | choose to:

When | return to this chapter, | want to notice:
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A NEW CHOICE BEGINS HERE

CHAPTER 03

The Pause Between
Feeling and Action

SCRIPTURE TO STUDY

James 1:19-20; Proverbs 16:32

THE IDEA

A feeling can be real without becoming the leader of your next action.
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CHAPTER 03 / READ & REFLECT

The Pause Between Feeling and Action

Read the following passages in context: James 1:19-20; Proverbs 16:32

Strong feelings are information

Anger, fear, excitement, sadness, and shame can arrive quickly. Some are responses to real injustice,
loss, or exhaustion. A feeling is not automatically a mistake, and spiritual growth does not require
becoming emotionally numb. The question is what you do after the feeling arrives. A person can be
angry and still speak truthfully; disappointed and still keep an appointment; anxious and still ask for
help. Often our first impulse promises to restore control: send the message, quit immediately, make the
purchase, disappear, prove the point. It may also narrow our attention so that we cannot see other
possibilities. A useful pause is not passive avoidance. It is an intentional gap between impulse and
action. Even a brief gap can allow you to consider the outcome you actually want. If a situation is
unsafe, leaving or contacting emergency support is more important than practicing a calm
conversation.

Design a pause that fits the moment

A pause does not need to look impressive. You can set down your phone and walk into another room.
You can say, 'l want to discuss this, but | need ten minutes to speak respectfully.' You can take several
comfortable breaths without forcing a specific rhythm. You can write the message in a note instead of
sending it. You can drink water and reconsider after breakfast. The best pause is one you can begin
when you are not at your best. Make it specific: where will you go, what will you do with your hands,
and how will you know it is time to return? In relationships, a pause becomes more trustworthy when
you name when you plan to resume the conversation. In recovery, a pause may include contacting a
sponsor, treatment professional, or other support person immediately. The goal is to shift from
automatic reaction toward deliberate response.

Ask three questions before you move

After the first rush has settled, ask: 'What do | know for sure? What am | assuming? What choice fits
my values and responsibilities?' These questions are simple but demanding. Knowing the difference
between a fact and a story can keep one uncomfortable comment from becoming a full accusation.
Remembering your values can make an apology possible even when you feel embarrassed. Thinking
about responsibilities can prevent a temporary mood from destroying something you have been
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building for months. Scripture's encouragement to be quick to listen and slow to speak is not a
command to accept abuse. It is wisdom about the power of words and the limits of reactive judgment.
Where a boundary is needed, a measured 'no' can be stronger than an angry speech.

Practice calm behavior before calm feelings

You may never feel completely ready. That is why behavioral practice matters. Rehearse an ordinary
script while you are calm: 'l hear you, but | need to think'; 'l cannot agree to that'; 'l was wrong about
my tone'; 'l will decide tomorrow.' Speak the words aloud and notice whether they sound like
something you could use. Your response can be firm, honest, and brief. If you miss the pause, do not
abandon the skill. Review the moment afterward: Where was the earliest signal? What might have
bought thirty seconds? What repair is needed? Progress is measured by growing awareness and
consistent practice, not by one perfect day. A different choice made even ten minutes later is still a
different choice.

A real-life moment

Morgan receives harsh feedback and wants to resign immediately. Instead, Morgan asks to review the
feedback the next day, writes down the questions, and decides what boundary and professional

response are appropriate.
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CHAPTER 03 / THE PRACTICE

Turn insight into a small action.

A practical exercise

Build a three-step pause card: 1) Notice the signal. 2) Create a safe gap.
3) Choose the next value-aligned action.

1. Which feelings most often convince me that | must act immediately?

2. What sentence would help me pause without avoiding responsibility?

3. When did a delayed response recently protect something important?
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CHAPTER 03 / MY JOURNAL

A private page for honest reflection

| notice the pattern most often when...

One thing | need rather than the old shortcut is...
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CHAPTER 03 / NEXT RIGHT STEP

Reflection becomes a decision.

This week’s action challenge

Choose one low-stakes interaction each day this week to practice

listening before replying.

My exact next step will be:

| will take this step on this date or after this routine:

If the moment feels hard, | will reach out to:
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CHAPTER 03 / PRAYER & COMMITMENT

A prayer for this chapter

God, help me honor my feelings without surrendering my decisions to them. Grant me
patience to listen, courage to set boundaries, and wisdom to choose words that reflect

my values.

My commitment

I cannot change everything at once, but I can name one truthful and
responsible action for today.

Today | choose to:

When | return to this chapter, | want to notice:
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A NEW CHOICE BEGINS HERE

CHAPTER 04

Stop Negotiating With
Old Patterns

SCRIPTURE TO STUDY

Proverbs 14:12; 1 Corinthians 10:13

THE IDEA

The moment of temptation is not the best time to rewrite the rules you chose in

clarity.
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CHAPTER 04 / READ & REFLECT

Stop Negotiating With Old Patterns

Read the following passages in context: Proverbs 14:12; 1 Corinthians 10:13

How an excuse becomes permission

An old pattern often returns with a reasonable-sounding explanation. 'Just this once.' 'l deserve it after
today.' 'Nobody will know.' 'l have already ruined the week." 'l will start again on Monday.' Sometimes
these thoughts point to real needs: you may be exhausted, under-supported, or in pain. The need
deserves attention. The shortcut may still be harmful. Learning the difference is one of the most
valuable forms of self-awareness. Try writing down the exact sentences your mind uses when you are
close to repeating a choice you later regret. Do not argue with every thought for an hour. Give the
thought a short, honest reply: 'l need rest, but this is not rest'; 'l made a mistake, but | do not have to
add another'; 'l can ask for comfort without hurting myself.' A prepared response reduces the amount
of bargaining you must do under pressure.

The danger of all-or-nothing thinking

A cycle grows stronger when one mistake becomes evidence that the entire effort has failed. Someone
misses a planned workout and stops for a month. Another loses patience during a difficult conversation
and decides there is no point apologizing. A person working on recovery has a setback and believes
every prior day of progress has been erased. This all-or-nothing story is emotionally powerful but often
inaccurate. A setback is significant and deserves an appropriate response, including professional
support when relevant, yet it does not erase learned skills, relationships, or choices made before it. A
useful next question is, 'What is the earliest safe step | can take now?' Sometimes that step is calling
for help. Sometimes it is telling the truth, removing access to a harmful cue, or returning to a simple
routine. Return to your plan without minimizing what happened.

Protect the decisions you made in daylight

Precommitment means making a clear decision before the most tempting or chaotic moment arrives. A
person who knows late-night scrolling disrupts sleep can charge the phone away from the bed. A
person who overspends under stress can set a waiting period or use account alerts. Someone who
becomes verbally aggressive can agree on a respectful pause signal in advance. A person in addiction
recovery may need a support network, treatment plan, and specific avoidance strategies that fit their
circumstances. Precommitment is not about treating yourself like an enemy. It is a way to help your
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future self when attention, energy, or judgment is strained. Build your plan around the environment as
well as your intentions. Make wise choices easier to reach and harmful choices harder to begin.

Use a better question than "Can | get away with it?"

Ask whether the next action aligns with the person you are becoming. Will it protect your peace
without violating someone else's dignity? Will it make tomorrow more manageable or more difficult?
Does it require secrecy that creates harm? Are you seeking comfort, connection, rest, or validation
through a shortcut that cannot provide it for long? The answers may be uncomfortable. That is where
grace and responsibility belong together. Faith does not remove consequences or guarantee that
choosing wisely will feel easy. It offers a reason to keep choosing what is true. A strong boundary with
yourself may sound like, 'l do not make this decision when | am angry,' or 'l will not call this coping if it
creates a bigger problem tomorrow.' Wisdom can be both compassionate and firm.

A real-life moment

After a stressful shift, Casey thinks, "One impulsive purchase will make me feel better." Casey names
the real need—relief—uses a 24-hour pause, and chooses a free, restorative activity first.
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CHAPTER 04 / THE PRACTICE

Turn insight into a small action.

A practical exercise

Create a two-column "Old permission / New truthful reply" sheet with at
least five common excuses and five responses.

1. Which excuse sounds most convincing when | am exhausted?

2. What does my old shortcut promise, and what does it deliver?

3. Which clear choice could | make now to protect a future difficult moment?
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CHAPTER 04 / MY JOURNAL

A private page for honest reflection

| notice the pattern most often when...

One thing | need rather than the old shortcut is...
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CHAPTER 04 / NEXT RIGHT STEP

Reflection becomes a decision.

This week’s action challenge

Make one environmental adjustment this week that reduces friction for a

healthy choice.

My exact next step will be:

| will take this step on this date or after this routine:

If the moment feels hard, | will reach out to:

Good Conversations, Better People. | thepositivetalk.com
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CHAPTER 04 / PRAYER & COMMITMENT

A prayer for this chapter

Father, give me honesty when I am tempted to rename a harmful choice as a harmless
one. Help me meet my real needs wisely, accept support, and remember the

commitments I made in clarity.

My commitment

I cannot change everything at once, but I can name one truthful and
responsible action for today.

Today | choose to:

When | return to this chapter, | want to notice:
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A NEW CHOICE BEGINS HERE

CHAPTER 05

Self-Control Built

Through Small
Commitments

SCRIPTURE TO STUDY

Galatians 5:22-23; Luke 16:10

THE IDEA

Consistency grows through repeatable choices, not dramatic promises made in

emotional moments.
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CHAPTER 05 / READ & REFLECT

Self-Control Built Through Small Commitments

Read the following passages in context: Galatians 5:22-23; Luke 16:10

Why "from now on" often fails

Big declarations can feel energizing. 'l will never do that again.' ' Tomorrow everything changes." 'l will
become a completely different person.' The intention may be sincere, but a declaration does not yet
describe how an ordinary Tuesday will work. People face work schedules, caregiving demands, money
limits, stress, and unexpected setbacks. If a plan needs unlimited time or perfect emotional conditions,
it will be difficult to sustain. Instead, identify a choice so specific you can recognize whether you
completed it: read one page, make one support call, prepare tomorrow's lunch, set the phone aside for
ten minutes, review spending before checkout. The commitment is not supposed to impress other
people. It is supposed to become reliable. In the life of faith, spiritual fruit is cultivated over time.
Growth often looks quieter than a dramatic speech.

Make the helpful choice visible

A habit is easier to repeat when the next action is obvious. Put your notebook where you actually sit.
Save an accountability contact where you can find it quickly. Place needed items beside the door.
Write the first step of a difficult task rather than a vague instruction like 'be productive.' Connect the
habit to something that already happens: after breakfast, | will read my verse and write one sentence;
after getting home, | will take five minutes before opening social media; before sending a heated
message, | will reread it. A visible cue and an achievable plan can support consistency, but no routine is
perfect for everyone. Adjust it to your real limitations. A flexible plan practiced imperfectly can be
more helpful than an ideal plan repeatedly abandoned.

Keep promises you can afford to keep

Small commitments are not an excuse to avoid meaningful change. They are the foundation on which
larger responsibilities can rest. If your goal is to repair a relationship, you may need a direct apology,
changed behavior, and time—not merely positive affirmations. If your goal involves addiction or other
serious risk, professional care and support may be necessary. But even within those larger plans, small
reliable actions matter. They demonstrate that your intentions are becoming behavior. Count what you
actually did, not what you wish you had done. Be careful with streaks: they can motivate, but they can
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also make one missed day feel catastrophic. Track return-to-plan time alongside completion. The
ability to begin again promptly is part of consistency.

Measure progress with more than a mood

At the end of a week, ask what became easier, what circumstances made follow-through harder, and
what support or design change would help. You may feel no more motivated than you did last week.
Yet perhaps you paused twice before reacting, attended a support meeting, cooked at home, or kept
one respectful boundary. These are observable signs of practice. Celebrate them without exaggerating.
If a commitment was too ambitious, shrink it; if the environment was hostile, change the environment
where you can; if a pattern raises safety concerns, seek specialized help. A mature plan evolves as you
learn. Self-control is not a contest against your emotions. It is the steady practice of living according to
commitments when emotions shift.

A real-life moment

Riley wants a daily hour of journaling but keeps missing it. Riley changes the commitment to three
honest sentences after breakfast, then adds time only when the habit feels steady.
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CHAPTER 05 / THE PRACTICE

Turn insight into a small action.

A practical exercise

Choose one anchor habit, one trigger, one two-minute version, and one
way to notice completion without harsh self-judgment.

1. What promise have | made repeatedly without a realistic plan?

2. What is my two-minute version of that commitment?

3. How will | return after a missed day without calling the whole week lost?
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CHAPTER 05 / MY JOURNAL

A private page for honest reflection

| notice the pattern most often when...

One thing | need rather than the old shortcut is...
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CHAPTER 05 / NEXT RIGHT STEP

Reflection becomes a decision.

This week’s action challenge

Keep a seven-day commitment log and record both attempts and returns

to the plan.

My exact next step will be:

| will take this step on this date or after this routine:

If the moment feels hard, | will reach out to:

Good Conversations, Better People. | thepositivetalk.com 43



POSITIVE TALK BREAKING THE CYCLE
CHAPTER 05 / PRAYER & COMMITMENT

A prayer for this chapter

Lord, help me honor the small responsibilities before me. Strengthen my patience,
humility, and self-control. Teach me to value consistency above applause and steady

growth above dramatic promises.

My commitment

I cannot change everything at once, but I can name one truthful and
responsible action for today.

Today | choose to:

When | return to this chapter, | want to notice:
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A NEW CHOICE BEGINS HERE

CHAPTER 06

Boundaries That
Protect Your Change

SCRIPTURE TO STUDY

Matthew 5:37; Proverbs 22:3

THE IDEA

A boundary protects a responsibility. It does not require controlling another

person.
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CHAPTER 06 / READ & REFLECT

Boundaries That Protect Your Change

Read the following passages in context: Matthew 5:37; Proverbs 22:3

A boundary starts with what you will do

A healthy boundary is not a demand that everyone else change their behavior. It is a clear statement of
what you can responsibly participate in and what you will do if a limit is crossed. 'l can talk when we
are both speaking respectfully; if shouting starts, | will pause and return later.' 'l will not lend money |
need for my essential expenses.' 'l am unavailable for this commitment on my day off.' These
boundaries may disappoint people, especially when a familiar pattern has depended on your automatic
agreement. Their disappointment does not automatically make the boundary unkind. At the same time,
calling something a boundary does not excuse cruelty, punishment, or avoidance of legitimate
obligations. A boundary is strongest when it is specific, proportionate, realistic, and communicated
without unnecessary accusation.

Notice the relationships around a pattern

Some patterns are maintained by an environment. A friend may encourage spending you cannot afford.
A family member may repeatedly recruit you into conflicts that are not yours to solve. A workplace
culture may reward never saying no. A social circle may make recovery more difficult. Others may have
no idea that your situation has changed. Rather than assigning everyone a permanent label, ask what
behavior needs to change and what access you can reasonably adjust. This might mean shorter
conversations, different meeting locations, clear limits on money or time, less social media exposure, or
reaching out to people who support healthy change. For situations involving intimidation, coercion, or
violence, prioritize safety and qualified support rather than trying to negotiate alone.

Expect discomfort without making it the boss

The first time you say no, you may feel guilty even when the no is appropriate. You may have learned
that peace comes from keeping everyone satisfied. Changing that pattern can produce a powerful urge
to explain, defend, or reverse the boundary immediately. Try allowing the discomfort to exist while
returning to a short, respectful sentence. 'l cannot do that."'l can help with this part, not the entire
project.' 'That topic is not something | want to discuss today.' Overexplaining often invites arguments
about reasons instead of a conversation about what is possible. You do not owe a lengthy defense for
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every personal decision, but you may owe clarity where your decision affects a shared responsibility.
Balance honesty with kindness.

Boundaries need follow-through and review

A stated boundary without any realistic follow-through may not protect you. Decide in advance what
action you can actually take. If the plan is to leave a heated exchange, know where you can safely go. If
it is to stop a recurring expense, make the budget adjustment. If it is to limit a behavior, use practical
tools or support. Review whether the boundary is serving its purpose: Are you safer? More honest?
Better able to keep responsibilities? Have you unintentionally used distance to avoid making amends?
Growth requires discernment. Healthy boundaries are not permanent walls against all discomfort; they
are thoughtful structures that make truthful relationships and sustainable change more possible.

A real-life moment

Alex has repeatedly agreed to cover other people's responsibilities and then resents them. Alex begins
saying, 'l can help for thirty minutes today, but | cannot take on the whole task.'
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CHAPTER 06 / THE PRACTICE

Turn insight into a small action.

A practical exercise

Write one boundary as: "When X happens, I will do Y to protect Z." Add a
safe, realistic follow-through step.

1. Where do | say yes when | mean no?

2. What legitimate responsibility must my boundary still honor?

3. Which supportive person can help me follow through respectfully?
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CHAPTER 06 / MY JOURNAL

A private page for honest reflection

| notice the pattern most often when...

One thing | need rather than the old shortcut is...
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CHAPTER 06 / NEXT RIGHT STEP

Reflection becomes a decision.

This week’s action challenge

Practice one short, respectful boundary script in a low-stakes situation.

My exact next step will be:

I will take this step on this date or after this routine:

If the moment feels hard, | will reach out to:
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CHAPTER 06 / PRAYER & COMMITMENT

A prayer for this chapter

God, grant me wisdom to love people without abandoning responsibility to myself.
Help my yes be honest, my no be respectful, and my boundaries protect both truth and

compassion.

My commitment

I cannot change everything at once, but I can name one truthful and
responsible action for today.

Today | choose to:

When | return to this chapter, | want to notice:
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A NEW CHOICE BEGINS HERE

CHAPTER 07

Replace the Habit,
Not Just Remove It

SCRIPTURE TO STUDY

Ephesians 4:22-24; Philippians 4:8

THE IDEA

A sustainable change plan includes a healthy response to the need the old habit

was trying to meet.
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CHAPTER 07 / READ & REFLECT

Replace the Habit, Not Just Remove It

Read the following passages in context: Ephesians 4:22-24; Philippians 4:8

The empty space after stopping

Removing a habit can create an unexpected void. The old action may have filled time, soothed an
uncomfortable feeling, supplied social connection, created excitement, or helped you avoid thinking. If
you remove it without addressing the underlying need, the same pressure may search for another
outlet. This does not mean every behavior can be replaced with a pleasant distraction. Complex
patterns, including substance-use disorders and compulsive behaviors, may need specialized treatment
and structured support. It does mean that ordinary planning matters. Ask what the old pattern did for
you in the first ten minutes and what it cost afterward. If it offered connection, a safer connection may
be part of the answer. If it offered relief, rest or emotion-regulation skills may help. If it filled boredom,
meaningful activity matters. Replacement begins with understanding rather than merely prohibition.

Choose alternatives that solve the right problem

A replacement works poorly when it does not meet the need. A person who is lonely may not feel
helped by organizing a closet. Someone exhausted may need sleep more than a motivational video.
Someone furious after an injustice may need a safe conversation and a plan for advocacy, not pressure
to smile. Match the response to the need: connection can mean calling someone trustworthy;
overstimulation may call for quiet; boredom can call for a purposeful activity; anxiety may improve
with planning and support; shame may call for confession, repair, and compassionate accountability.
Keep several options available because one will not suit every moment. Where a situation is
dangerous, prioritize safety and professional support. The goal is a more life-giving response, not a new
rule that makes you feel trapped.

Build a replacement menu

Create a list with options lasting two minutes, fifteen minutes, and an hour. Two-minute choices might
include stepping outside, drinking water, noticing your surroundings, opening a journal, or sending a
message to a trusted person. Fifteen-minute choices might include a walk, a meal, reading Scripture
with reflection, or planning a necessary conversation. Longer choices could involve a support meeting,
meaningful volunteering, an appointment, or spending quality time with a safe friend. Your menu
should include options that are free or inexpensive, accessible at your actual hours, and compatible
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with your health and responsibilities. Add the numbers or contact methods of people you may need.
Write it in a place you can reach during a hard moment. A plan hidden in a closed workbook is harder
to use.

Make room for joy, not only discipline

Some people define change only by what they are no longer allowed to do. Over time, that can make
growth feel like endless deprivation. Part of rebuilding a life is identifying what matters enough to
move toward: a stronger relationship, a peaceful home, integrity at work, faith, meaningful service,
creativity, financial stability, or physical wellbeing. These are not trophies you earn after becoming
perfect. They are reasons for practicing today. Even when progress is slow, make room for wholesome
moments of enjoyment, rest, and celebration. Scripture's language of putting off and putting on can be
understood as movement toward a renewed way of living, not simply a life organized around resisting
the old. Ask what good thing you can begin to build in the space created by a different choice.

A real-life moment

Taylor uses endless scrolling to avoid loneliness. Instead of simply deleting apps and hoping for the
best, Taylor schedules a weekly call, joins a group, and keeps a short evening reading routine.
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CHAPTER 07 / THE PRACTICE

Turn insight into a small action.

A practical exercise

Create a three-level replacement menu: 2-minute actions, 15-minute
actions, and people or places for deeper support.

1. What need has my old habit been trying to meet?

2. Which replacement is accessible at the exact time my old pattern tends to appear?

3. What meaningful part of life do | want to build, not merely protect?
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CHAPTER 07 / MY JOURNAL

A private page for honest reflection

| notice the pattern most often when...

One thing | need rather than the old shortcut is...
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CHAPTER 07 / NEXT RIGHT STEP

Reflection becomes a decision.

This week’s action challenge

Use one planned replacement action three times this week and record

how well it met the actual need.

My exact next step will be:

| will take this step on this date or after this routine:

If the moment feels hard, | will reach out to:
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CHAPTER 07 / PRAYER & COMMITMENT

A prayer for this chapter

Father, help me build what is good in the space where an old pattern once lived. Teach

me to seek true rest, connection, and purpose rather than temporary escape.

My commitment

I cannot change everything at once, but I can name one truthful and
responsible action for today.

Today | choose to:

When | return to this chapter, | want to notice:
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A NEW CHOICE BEGINS HERE

CHAPTER 08

Accountability
Without Shame

SCRIPTURE TO STUDY

Galatians 6:1-2; Proverbs 27:17

THE IDEA

Accountability tells the truth in a way that makes change and repair possible.
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CHAPTER 08 / READ & REFLECT

Accountability Without Shame

Read the following passages in context: Galatians 6:1-2; Proverbs 27:17

Honesty is not the same as humiliation

Being accountable means recognizing the effect of your actions, making appropriate repairs, and taking
steps to reduce repeat harm. Shame says, 'l am beyond help.' Responsibility says, 'This happened, it
matters, and | need to respond.' Those are different messages. In faith communities, accountability is
healthiest when it combines honesty, care, appropriate boundaries, and respect for a person's dignity.
No one should be pressured to disclose private trauma or addiction history publicly in order to prove
sincerity. You can choose a trustworthy, qualified support person and decide what details are
appropriate to share. Accountability may include professional treatment, financial planning, mediation,
or other specific assistance depending on the pattern. If someone has been harmed, their safety and
freedom to set boundaries must remain central. Forgiveness cannot be demanded as proof that an
apology was enough.

Choose support that can tell you the truth

A supportive person is not simply someone who agrees with everything you say. They can listen
without sensationalizing your story, ask specific questions, and respect privacy while encouraging you
to follow through. They should also know the limits of their role. Friends, mentors, pastors, and peers
may be helpful; professional help may be necessary for complex needs. Before asking someone to hold
you accountable, decide what you need from them: a weekly check-in, encouragement to attend
appointments, a reminder about boundaries, or help reviewing goals. Be specific about what they
cannot do, such as monitoring you constantly or taking responsibility for your choices. Healthy
accountability is a partnership in truth, not a transfer of control over your life.

Repair is more persuasive than explanation

When you have contributed to harm, you may be tempted to lead with your intentions: 'l only reacted
because...' or 'You made me angry first.' Context may matter, but it rarely replaces a clear
acknowledgment of impact. A better start might be, 'l spoke disrespectfully. That hurt you. | am sorry. |
will pause before responding next time.' Some situations require restitution, changed access, concrete
safety commitments, or a long period of rebuilding trust. An apology is not a receipt for immediate
reconciliation. The other person may need time or may choose not to continue the relationship.
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Accountability includes respecting that decision. Your task is to do the next right thing because it is
right, not because it guarantees the response you hope to receive.

Use check-ins that lead to action

A weekly reflection can be brief: What commitment did | keep? What triggered me? Where did | repair
a mistake? What am | avoiding? What specific support would help next week? Write facts rather than
labels. 'l raised my voice once and returned later to apologize' is more useful than 'l am terrible at
communication.' 'l missed the meeting and scheduled the next one' gives a plan; 'l always quit' does
not. Keep records for your own learning, not as evidence to impress others. Over time, a pattern of
honest review can help you discover where your intentions are becoming reliable actions. Humility is
not self-disgust. It is the willingness to tell the truth and keep learning.

A real-life moment

After a conflict, Devon tells a mentor exactly what was said rather than only how unfair the other
person was. Together they identify an apology, a boundary, and a more realistic plan for the next hard
conversation.
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CHAPTER 08 / THE PRACTICE

Turn insight into a small action.

A practical exercise

Design a weekly five-question check-in and identify a safe, trusted person
or professional resource that fits your situation.

1. When do | confuse responsibility with calling myself worthless?

2. What is one repair | need to make without demanding a particular response?

3. Who can support me honestly without shaming or controlling me?
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CHAPTER 08 / MY JOURNAL

A private page for honest reflection

| notice the pattern most often when...

One thing | need rather than the old shortcut is...
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CHAPTER 08 / NEXT RIGHT STEP

Reflection becomes a decision.

This week’s action challenge

Complete one short weekly accountability review, even if your week was
difficult.

My exact next step will be:

| will take this step on this date or after this routine:

If the moment feels hard, | will reach out to:
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CHAPTER 08 / PRAYER & COMMITMENT

A prayer for this chapter

Lord, give me humility to accept responsibility and strength to make repairs. Protect
me from pride and from crushing shame. Lead me toward truthful, compassionate

support.

My commitment

I cannot change everything at once, but I can name one truthful and
responsible action for today.

Today | choose to:

When | return to this chapter, | want to notice:
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A NEW CHOICE BEGINS HERE

CHAPTER 09

A Slip Is Not the End
of the Story

SCRIPTURE TO STUDY

Proverbs 24:16; Lamentations 3:22-23

THE IDEA

A setback calls for honest action, not surrender or a rewritten identity.
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CHAPTER 09 / READ & REFLECT

A Slip Is Not the End of the Story

Read the following passages in context: Proverbs 24:16; Lamentations 3:22-23

Understand the difference between a lapse and a life sentence

A setback can feel enormous because it activates old memories and fears. You may think everyone
who believed in you will be disappointed, or that progress was a performance rather than something
real. Pause before turning a single event into a permanent verdict. A setback may have consequences
that require immediate attention. If it involves substance use, overdose risk, severe distress, or safety,
seek urgent professional help and follow a personalized care plan rather than handling it alone. If it
involves an argument, missed task, or financial mistake, the response will look different. In every case,
avoid two extremes: minimizing what happened and declaring yourself hopeless. Accurate assessment
gives you a better chance of making the next responsible decision.

Return to facts and first steps

Ask five questions. What happened? What conditions increased risk? Who may have been affected?
What immediate action protects safety or limits harm? What support or plan adjustment is needed?
The answers may be uncomfortable, but they also create direction. If you spoke harshly, you may need
to apologize and practice a pause. If you avoided a responsibility, you may need to contact the person
involved and make a realistic timeline. If you resumed a risky habit, remove immediate risks where
possible, contact appropriate support, and revisit your treatment or recovery plan. Do not wait until
you feel worthy of taking action. Responsibility becomes meaningful when it leads to actual behavior.
Think in hours and next steps rather than trying to rebuild an entire identity before breakfast.

Learn without treating failure as a teacher you must admire

Not every painful outcome was necessary or good. You do not need to thank yourself for a harmful
choice or pretend consequences are blessings. You can simply decide to learn what is available. Look
for missing supports, unrealistic commitments, warning signs you overlooked, and situations you
should handle differently. You may discover that a boundary was weak, that you ignored exhaustion,
or that a plan depended on someone else's cooperation. Make changes that fit the facts. One missed
step might require a reminder; repeated high-risk behavior may call for comprehensive professional
support. Discernment means matching the response to the seriousness of the situation. Your dignity
remains intact, and responsibility remains necessary. Both can be true.
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Reenter the work promptly and patiently

Create a return plan that you can use without waiting for inspiration. Step one: check safety. Step two:
tell the truth to an appropriate person. Step three: repair what you can. Step four: restart one small
healthy commitment. Step five: adjust the environment or support. Do not turn a return plan into
punishment. Exhausting yourself to prove remorse may create the conditions for another setback.
Focus on consistent, sustainable action. In Christian life, mercy and repentance belong together:
receiving grace does not eliminate responsibility, and responsibility does not require believing you are
beyond grace. A slip does not get the final word about your future unless you stop participating in your
future altogether.

A real-life moment

After two good weeks, Lee misses a planned support meeting and spends a weekend avoiding
messages. Instead of disappearing for a month, Lee reconnects, explains honestly, and schedules a new
attendance plan.
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CHAPTER 09 / THE PRACTICE

Turn insight into a small action.

A practical exercise

Prepare a one-page return-to-plan protocol: safety, facts, contact, repair,
next two actions, and a review date.

1. What stories about myself appear after a setback?

2. What immediate step would keep a small problem from becoming a larger one?

3. How can | seek help promptly instead of hiding until | feel better?
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CHAPTER 09 / MY JOURNAL

A private page for honest reflection

| notice the pattern most often when...

One thing | need rather than the old shortcut is...
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CHAPTER 09 / NEXT RIGHT STEP

Reflection becomes a decision.

This week’s action challenge

Write your return plan now, before a difficult day. Save it somewhere

reachable.

My exact next step will be:

| will take this step on this date or after this routine:

If the moment feels hard, | will reach out to:
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CHAPTER 09 / PRAYER & COMMITMENT

A prayer for this chapter

God, give me the courage to rise responsibly after mistakes. Keep me from minimizing
harm or declaring myself hopeless. Help me seek safety, tell the truth, receive

support, and begin again.

My commitment

I cannot change everything at once, but I can name one truthful and
responsible action for today.

Today | choose to:

When | return to this chapter, | want to notice:
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A NEW CHOICE BEGINS HERE

CHAPTER 10

Building a Life
Beyond the Pattern

SCRIPTURE TO STUDY

Philippians 3:13-14; Micah 6:8

THE IDEA

Lasting change is not just fewer bad days; it is a life increasingly shaped by

meaning and character.
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CHAPTER 10 / READ & REFLECT

Building a Life Beyond the Pattern

Read the following passages in context: Philippians 3:13-14; Micah 6:8

A future bigger than resistance

It is possible to organize your entire life around avoiding one behavior. Avoidance may be necessary in
some circumstances, especially in early recovery or when safety is involved, but it cannot be the whole
picture of a meaningful future. Ask what you want to move toward: a peaceful home, trustworthy
friendships, stable finances, integrity at work, service to others, time for family, creative expression, or
a deeper spiritual life. These are destinations that give your effort a reason beyond fear of repeating
the past. You do not need to earn the right to build a good life. You can begin with ordinary
contributions today. Progress may look like arriving on time, listening carefully, keeping one promise,
or asking for guidance. A purpose does not have to be grand to be real.

Let character become visible

People often speak about a new identity long before the habits supporting it are established. There is
nothing wrong with hopeful language, but allow your actions to give the words weight. If you want to
be trustworthy, tell the truth when it is inconvenient. If you want to be peaceful, learn how to disagree
without contempt. If you value faith, practice prayer and Scripture while treating people with humility.
If you value responsibility, keep track of obligations and ask for help before a problem becomes a crisis.
Character is built in the decisions others may never notice. It is also tested in how you respond when
someone does not applaud your improvement. You cannot control whether everyone recognizes your
growth. You can control whether your conduct continues to reflect it.

Make a plan with room for actual life

An ambitious future plan must fit reality. List your work schedule, responsibilities, finances, health
needs, and existing relationships. Choose only a few priorities for the next ninety days. Set one habit
for each, describe what success would look like, and decide how you will review progress. Build in rest,
support, and permission to adjust. You may encounter delays that are not evidence of failure. Some
goals depend on systems or people outside your control. Separate the actions you can take from
results you cannot guarantee. The Christian call to justice, mercy, and humility does not mean you must
force every outcome. It means you can live faithfully while the future unfolds. A realistic plan protects
your willingness to keep showing up.
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Pass on the wisdom without becoming a rescuer

As you grow, someone may be encouraged by your story. Share it with humility and respect for
privacy. You are not required to tell every painful detail publicly, and you are not responsible for fixing
everyone who struggles. Often the most useful testimony is specific and ordinary: 'l learned to ask for
help sooner'; 'l began setting a boundary'; 'l practiced the pause and apologized when | missed it.' You
can offer encouragement, share appropriate resources, and model integrity without pretending your
journey is complete. The goal of Positive Talk is not to manufacture perfect people. It is to make room
for better conversations and better choices. Let your progress become something that strengthens
community rather than a performance that demands recognition.

A real-life moment

After months of focusing only on avoiding conflict, Chris adds positive goals: repairing a family
connection, learning a new skill, and volunteering twice a month.
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CHAPTER 10 / THE PRACTICE

Turn insight into a small action.

A practical exercise

Draft a 90-day compass with three values, three realistic commitments,
one support person, one boundary, and one monthly review.

1. What do | want my life to be about beyond escaping my old pattern?

2. Which value needs to become visible through a repeated action?

3. How can | share encouragement without making my story a performance?
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CHAPTER 10 / MY JOURNAL

A private page for honest reflection

| notice the pattern most often when...

One thing | need rather than the old shortcut is...
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CHAPTER 10 / NEXT RIGHT STEP

Reflection becomes a decision.

This week’s action challenge
Choose one service, learning, or relationship commitment that builds the

future you want.

My exact next step will be:

| will take this step on this date or after this routine:

If the moment feels hard, | will reach out to:
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CHAPTER 10 / PRAYER & COMMITMENT

A prayer for this chapter

Father, lead me beyond surviving into purposeful living. Shape my character in private
and public. Help me practice justice, mercy, humility, and patient faithfulness as I

build my next chapter.

My commitment

I cannot change everything at once, but I can name one truthful and
responsible action for today.

Today | choose to:

When | return to this chapter, | want to notice:
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30-DAY PRACTICE JOURNEY

The Next Right Choice

Thirty days of observation, practice, repair, and rebuilding

This is not a challenge to be perfect for thirty days. It is a guided practice. Each day provides one
prompt and one action. If a prompt does not fit your situation, adapt it. If you miss days, return without
starting the entire clock over. Write a date beside each completed entry.

Weeks 1-4 plus two closing days

Week 1 - Notice

See the pattern without giving it your identity.

Week 2 - Pause

Practice one intentional step between feeling and action.

Week 3 - Rebuild

Make small commitments and protect them with boundaries.

Week 4 - Restore

Practice accountability and plan for setbacks.

Days 29-30 - Continue

Honor what you learned and name the next chapter.
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POSITIVE TALK
30-DAY JOURNEY / WEEK 1

Practice, not perfection.

BREAKING THE CYCLE

DAY 01 — Name one cycle

Reflection: Write the pattern in one factual sentence without blaming yourself.

Today's action: List Trigger = Thought — Feeling = Action — Cost.

DAY 02 — Notice the setting

Reflection: What time, place, or company tends to precede it?

Today'’s action: Record one setting that increases risk and one that helps.
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POSITIVE TALK
30-DAY JOURNEY / WEEK 1

Practice, not perfection.

BREAKING THE CYCLE

DAY 03 — Tell the short-term truth

Reflection: What does the old action promise?

Today's action: Name its temporary reward and longer consequence.

DAY 04 — Listen to the body

Reflection: Which early physical signal do you notice?

Today'’s action: Pause for a 30-second body check during a normal day.
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POSITIVE TALK
30-DAY JOURNEY / WEEK 1

Practice, not perfection.

BREAKING THE CYCLE

DAY 05 — Separate facts and stories

Reflection: What assumption grows when you feel rejected?

Today'’s action: Write one fact and one story you told yourself.

DAY 06 — Find one helpful cue

Reflection: What makes your wiser choice easier?

Today'’s action: Place one helpful reminder where the pattern begins.
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POSITIVE TALK
30-DAY JOURNEY / WEEK 1

Practice, not perfection.

BREAKING THE CYCLE

DAY 07 — Review without judgment

Reflection: What did you learn about the week?

Today's action: Circle one repeated cue; choose one modest adjustment.

DAY 08 — Design your pause

Reflection: What could give you thirty seconds?

Today'’s action: Practice a one-sentence pause script aloud.
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POSITIVE TALK
30-DAY JOURNEY / WEEK 2

Practice, not perfection.

BREAKING THE CYCLE

DAY 09 — Listen first

Reflection: When does interrupting create harm?

Today'’s action: Ask one clarifying question before replying.

DAY 10 — Delay the impulse

Reflection: Where would a short waiting period help?

Today'’s action: Use a safe, realistic delay for one low-stakes urge.
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POSITIVE TALK
30-DAY JOURNEY / WEEK 2

Practice, not perfection.

BREAKING THE CYCLE

DAY 11 — Name the emotion

Reflection: What feeling is easiest to disguise as anger?

Today's action: Write: | feel ___ because | value ___

DAY 12 — Practice a respectful no

Reflection: Where is a boundary needed?

Today's action: Use one short and truthful no in a low-stakes context.
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POSITIVE TALK
30-DAY JOURNEY / WEEK 2

Practice, not perfection.

BREAKING THE CYCLE

DAY 13 — Learn from a hard moment

Reflection: What happened when you forgot to pause?

Today's action: Review it without insulting yourself; plan the next try.

DAY 14 — Take stock

Reflection: Which pause worked best this week?

Today'’s action: Write a two-sentence week-two progress report.
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POSITIVE TALK
30-DAY JOURNEY / WEEK 3

Practice, not perfection.

BREAKING THE CYCLE

DAY 15 — Start a two-minute habit

Reflection: What action is small enough to repeat?

Today’s action: Complete the two-minute version today.

DAY 16 — Build the replacement menu

Reflection: What need does the old habit try to meet?

Today'’s action: List one two-minute and one fifteen-minute alternative.
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POSITIVE TALK
30-DAY JOURNEY / WEEK 3

Practice, not perfection.

BREAKING THE CYCLE

DAY 17 — Protect your environment

Reflection: Which object, app, or setting creates friction?

Today's action: Make one helpful environmental adjustment.

DAY 18 — Choose connection

Reflection: Who supports your growth truthfully?

Today's action: Send one appropriate, low-pressure check-in.
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POSITIVE TALK
30-DAY JOURNEY / WEEK 3

Practice, not perfection.

BREAKING THE CYCLE

DAY 19 — Rest without escaping

Reflection: What is actual rest for you?

Today's action: Make room for a simple, healthy period of rest.

DAY 20 — Keep one promise

Reflection: Which commitment can you finish today?

Today's action: Choose and complete one specific responsibility.
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30-DAY JOURNEY / WEEK 3

Practice, not perfection.

BREAKING THE CYCLE

DAY 21 — Review your consistency

Reflection: What helped on ordinary days?

Today's action: Keep what worked; resize one unrealistic promise.

DAY 22 — Tell the full truth

Reflection: Where have you used a convenient explanation?

Today's action: Write one accountable sentence without excuses.

Good Conversations, Better People. | thepositivetalk.com

97



POSITIVE TALK
30-DAY JOURNEY / WEEK 4

Practice, not perfection.

BREAKING THE CYCLE

DAY 23 — Repair with respect

Reflection: Is there an appropriate apology or repair due?

Today'’s action: Plan a responsible step without demanding forgiveness.

DAY 24 — Ask for support

Reflection: What would qualified or trusted help look like?

Today's action: Save a relevant contact or schedule a check-in.
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POSITIVE TALK
30-DAY JOURNEY / WEEK 4

Practice, not perfection.

BREAKING THE CYCLE

DAY 25 — Practice a boundary

Reflection: Which boundary protects change without punishing others?

Today's action: Draft one clear, realistic boundary statement.

DAY 26 — Write a return plan

Reflection: What if you have a hard day?

Today's action: List safety, truth, contact, repair, next action.
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POSITIVE TALK BREAKING THE CYCLE

30-DAY JOURNEY / WEEK 4

Practice, not perfection.

DAY 27 — Recognize what changed

Reflection: What choice became even slightly easier?

Today'’s action: Describe it as observable behavior, not a label.

DAY 28 — Prepare the next week

Reflection: What upcoming pressure could trigger an old pattern?

Today’s action: Make one when-then plan before it arrives.
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POSITIVE TALK BREAKING THE CYCLE

30-DAY JOURNEY / WEEK 5

Practice, not perfection.

DAY 29 — Choose a larger purpose

Reflection: What positive life are you moving toward?

Today's action: Name one goal beyond simply avoiding a habit.

DAY 30 — Make the ninety-day commitment

Reflection: What will you build with your next season?

Today'’s action: Choose three values and one next step for each.
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POSITIVE TALK BREAKING THE CYCLE

90-DAY DIRECTION

Build a future beyond the pattern.

A realistic plan does not require ideal conditions. It includes your work,
family, energy, finances, and the support available to you. Use the next
pages to turn your learning into a sustainable three-month plan.

My three guiding values

1. The value | want to live more visibly:

2. The value | want to protect under pressure:

3. The value | want to bring into my relationships:
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POSITIVE TALK BREAKING THE CYCLE

90-DAY PLAN / MONTH 1

Month 1: NOTICE & STABILIZE

What will help me see my triggers and support my safest next choices?

One meaningful outcome for this month:

One action | can repeat each week:

A support or resource | may need:

One warning sign that calls for adjustment:

How | will evaluate progress at the end of the month:
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POSITIVE TALK BREAKING THE CYCLE

90-DAY PLAN / MONTH 2

Month 2: PRACTICE & PROTECT

What consistent habits and boundaries am I ready to strengthen?

One meaningful outcome for this month:

One action | can repeat each week:

A support or resource | may need:

One warning sign that calls for adjustment:

How | will evaluate progress at the end of the month:
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POSITIVE TALK BREAKING THE CYCLE

90-DAY PLAN / MONTH 3

Month 3: CONNECT & BUILD

What relationships, responsibilities, and purpose will I move toward?

One meaningful outcome for this month:

One action | can repeat each week:

A support or resource | may need:

One warning sign that calls for adjustment:

How | will evaluate progress at the end of the month:
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POSITIVE TALK BREAKING THE CYCLE
ACCOUNTABILITY & SUPPORT

A support map | can actually use

My steady people

Who supports me without humiliation, pressure, or secrecy?

My professional resources

When might | need a counselor, recovery support, physician, or other qualified help?

My immediate steps

What should | do first if | am unsafe, overwhelmed, or at serious risk?
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POSITIVE TALK BREAKING THE CYCLE

WEEKLY CHECK-IN

Review the truth. Plan the next step.

Repeat this page each week or copy the questions into your own journal.

One choice | kept this week:

One trigger or pattern that returned:

One repair, boundary, or supportive action | took:

What | need to adjust for next week:

The next right step | am taking:
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POSITIVE TALK BREAKING THE CYCLE

ALETTER TO MY FUTURE SELF

Do not forget what you have learned.

Write a letter to yourself three months from now. Speak with honesty and
dignity. Describe your values, what you are practicing, what you need to
remember if life becomes difficult, and who can help you.

Good Conversations, Better People. | thepositivetalk.com 113



POSITIVE TALK BREAKING THE CYCLE
CLOSING DECLARATION

The cycle is not the whole story.

I can name a pattern without accepting it as my permanent identity. I can
take responsibility without surrendering to shame. I can receive help
without calling it failure. I can practice boundaries without becoming
cruel. I can return after a hard day, repair what is mine, and keep
building a life shaped by faith, compassion, integrity, and purpose.

A closing prayer

Father God, thank You for the possibility of renewal. Help me identify the habits and
reactions that no longer serve the person You are calling me to become. Give me
patience for daily practice, humility to make repairs, courage to seek support, and
wisdom to protect the life I am building. Let my words and actions reflect truth and

compassion. Amen.

POSITIVE TALK

Good Conversations, Better People.

Free workbooks, reflections, faith, growth, and community: www.thepositivetalk.com

Important: This workbook is educational and spiritual material. It is not treatment, diagnosis, crisis counseling, or a
replacement for personalized professional care. In the U.S., for immediate danger call 911; for mental health crises
call or text 988. For treatment referrals call SAMHSA at 1-800-662-4357.
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