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BOOKLET 04 / THE FIVE GRIEF LENSES

When the Silence Gets
Heavy

Caring for yourself when sadness, fatigue, and loneliness grow strong

A NOTE BEFORE YOU BEGIN

THE FIVE-STAGE MODEL IS A LENS, NOT A TIMELINE. Elisabeth Kibler-Ross originally
described common responses among people facing death. The framework was later widely
applied to bereavement. Grief does not follow a required order, a fixed schedule, or five
mandatory feelings. You can experience several responses together, repeat them, or not
recognize any particular stage. These booklets are invitations to reflect, not tests to pass.

You may start with any booklet. None is a level you must pass before opening another. If an
exercise feels too intense, skip it, take a break, or do it with a trusted support person. The
Scripture references invite reflection rather than promise a schedule for recovery.

READ IN YOUR OWN TIME

Keep a pen nearby. Circle what resonates. Leave blank what does not. You may revisit a
page months or years from now and find different words. That does not mean you have
returned to the beginning; it means you are a person whose love and circumstances
continue to change.

SCRIPTURE FOR REFLECTION

Psalm 42; Matthew 5:4; 2 Corinthians 1:3-4

HOW TO USE THIS BOOKLET
* Read the three brief teachings without rushing.
* Try one gentle exercise, not necessarily every exercise.
e Use the journal pages for your own words.

e Choose one act of care, connection, or remembrance.
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DEEP SADNESS

A Gentle Beginning

Grief can be heavy without being dramatic. Sometimes the hardest part is an empty
chair, a quiet evening, or waking up with no energy to do what used to be ordinary.
In the popular five-stage model this response is often called “depression.” Here we
call it deep sadness because grief-related low mood is not automatically a diagnosis
of clinical depression. Either way, the experience deserves patience, care, and real
support.

Before the Reading

What brought you to this particular part of the series today? You can answer with a single
word, a sentence, a memory, or a blank page. There is no correct amount of sharing.

GOOD CONVERSATIONS, BETTER PEOPLE. | thepositivetalk.com 2



POSITIVE TALK / LEARNING TO LIVE WITH LOSS WHEN THE SILENCE GETS HEAVY

TEACHING 1 / DEEP SADNESS

When life becomes
unusually quiet

After the immediate activity around a loss slows, other people may return to their
routines. The person grieving may then feel the absence more sharply. A birthday,
the first holiday, a familiar street, or the time of day when you used to talk can bring
sorrow without warning. You may feel tired, irritable, unable to concentrate, or
uninterested in activities you normally enjoy. These experiences can be part of grief,
and they can also deserve professional attention when they are persistent, intense,
or make daily life hard to manage.

One helpful response is to reduce the pressure to “be normal” and create a
minimum-care plan. That might mean a simple meal, hygiene, a short walk if
possible, medication taken as directed, and one person contacted. A minimum-care
plan is not the complete life you want; it is the bridge through a difficult day. You are
not measured by productivity while you grieve.

Psalm 42 describes a soul that longs and questions. The psalmist speaks to distress
rather than pretending it is already gone. Read it slowly. The presence of a faith
reference is not a command to stop feeling sorrow. It is one more place where
sorrow can be given words.
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Pause and Reflect

After reading When life becomes unusually quiet, what feels most important or difficult to
hold today? You may write an insight, an objection, or a prayer.
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TEACHING 2 / DEEP SADNESS

Loneliness needs
connection, not correction

People sometimes respond to grief with advice because they do not know how to sit
with pain. “Be strong,” “Everything happens for a reason,” or “You should be over
this” may leave the grieving person more isolated. You can name what kind of
support is helpful: a meal, company without conversation, help making a phone call,
a prayer, or someone who will simply listen. Do not wait to become perfectly
articulate before asking.

If you have withdrawn for weeks and find it difficult to eat, sleep, work, or remain
safe, seek help from a licensed mental health professional or a medical provider. If
you have thoughts of suicide or self-harm, contact emergency or crisis support
immediately. Spiritual support can accompany professional care; it should never be

used to replace needed treatment.

Matthew 5:4 names those who mourn as people who matter within Jesus’ teaching.
The verse should not be used as a promise that sadness will disappear on a
particular schedule. Rather, it offers dignity to the person whose pain has been
overlooked.
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Pause and Reflect

After reading Loneliness needs connection, not correction, what feels most important or
difficult to hold today? You may write an insight, an objection, or a prayer.
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TEACHING 3 / DEEP SADNESS

Allow moments of relief
without guilt

A funny memory may make you laugh unexpectedly. A good meal may feel
enjoyable. An hour with friends may ease the heaviness. Some people then feel
disloyal, as though happiness means they have stopped loving the person who died.
But grief does not require uninterrupted suffering as proof of devotion. Sorrow and
warmth can coexist.

Try a gentle rhythm: notice when the heaviness rises; allow the feeling; choose one
caring action; reconnect with someone or something meaningful. You may not feel
better right away. The value is in offering your body and mind ordinary care while
recognizing that your life remains worth tending.

In 2 Corinthians 1, comfort is connected with the ability to care for others. That does
not mean you must become a helper before you have received help yourself. For
now, you may be the one who needs someone to sit beside you.
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Pause and Reflect

After reading Allow moments of relief without guilt, what feels most important or difficult to
hold today? You may write an insight, an objection, or a prayer.
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A Story from Ordinary Life

Room for a Human Story

After losing her husband, Grace found the quiet kitchen harder than the memorial
service. She missed breakfast, stopped returning messages, and told herself she
was weak. A neighbor began checking in on Tuesdays, and Grace scheduled time
with a grief counselor. Some days remained difficult, but she no longer had to
manage every morning alone.

Faith and Honesty

Read Psalm 42; Matthew 5:4; 2 Corinthians 1:3-4. These references are invitations to
encounter the passages in context. They do not claim that faith makes grief predictable or
painless. Consider where compassion, patience, honesty, or hope appears in what you read.

What would you say to someone living this story?
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YOUR REFLECTION

Four Questions Worth
Sitting With

1. What times or places feel especially heavy?

2. What basic care is hardest to manage right now?

3. Which person could offer support without trying to fix the feeling?

4. What signs would tell me | need extra professional help?
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GUIDED EXERCISE

The Minimum-Care Menu

Write one small option for nourishment, rest, movement, connection, and
meaningful remembrance. On hard days, select only what is manageable. Include a
person or service you can contact if safety becomes a concern.
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PRIVATE LETTER

Words You May Never Need
to Send

Write to yourself as you would write to someone you dearly love who has suffered
the same loss. Avoid instructions to hurry or be strong.

This page belongs to you. You do not have to share it, finish it, or keep it.
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A QUIET PRAYER

An Honest Place to Begin

God of compassion, meet me in the quiet hours. Help me care for my body, reach
toward support, and receive comfort without shame. Remind me that my grief does
not erase my dignity or my need for care. Amen.

Three Possible Next Steps

* Choose two items from a minimum-care menu.

* Send one honest message asking for company or practical support.

* Write a short memory that can hold sorrow and gratitude together.
A permission slip

You are allowed to close this book today. You are allowed to laugh, cry, rest, remember, or
ask for help. None of these actions erases the love that brought you here.
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CARE & SUPPORT

You Do Not Have to Do This
Alone

This faith-based educational workbook is not therapy, diagnosis, or crisis care. You
may skip prompts that feel overwhelming. Consider a trusted friend, faith leader,
licensed grief counselor, or clinician for support. If you feel unable to stay safe or are
in immediate danger, call local emergency services. In the U.S. call or text 988 for
crisis support.

Getting Support

* Ask for company without advice: “Could you sit with me or take a walk?”
* Tell someone what practical help would be useful, such as a meal, errand, or phone call.

e Consider a grief support group or bereavement counselor, including community or
faith-based options that respect your needs.

* If sleep, appetite, functioning, or feelings of hopelessness worry you, speak with a
licensed health professional.

Sources and Further Reading

American Psychological Association — Grief: Coping with the Loss of Your Loved One (apa.org/topics/death)
Cruse Bereavement Support — Understanding the Five Stages of Grief (cruse.org.uk)
NHS — Get Help with Grief after Bereavement or Loss (nhs.uk)

Elisabeth Kibler-Ross Foundation — Five Stages of Grief (ekrfoundation.org)
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